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Agenda

• Work in groups to get your paper into final form.

• ∼ 10m office hours with each group

• Anonymous mid-term feedback survey

• That’s it!
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https://forms.gle/g7c2rdyf1ecorGum8


What we lose when we ignore history.

Figure 1: New York Times Piece from 10/16/24 slamming DEI efforts at UM
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What we lose when we ignore history.

• Article highlights some of the challenges
of DEI efforts at UM while ignoring the
social and political context that these
efforts came out of.
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What we lose when we ignore history.

• Article highlights some of the challenges
of DEI efforts at UM while ignoring the
social and political context that these
efforts came out of.

• We can’t understand where we are with-
out understanding how we got here.

• This context is totally misssing from this
piece.
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UM has long been at the center of conflict over affirmative action, inclusion, and protest

• 2003: Grutter v. Bollinger SCOTUS decision, limiting affirmative action programs at UM
Law School. 
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(I was a 2nd year PhD student in Sociology At UM when this happened.)

• 2024: UM ‘Institutional Neutrality’ proposal and changes to student conflict resolu-
tion guidelines in the wake of Gaza Solidarity Encampment. (I am a 43 year old UM
professor now…💀)
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Why does this matter for public health and social epidemiology in particular?

• Each of these steps threatens our abil-
ity to be values-driven advocates for
health equity and health justice.

Figure 2: Wading into the comments sec-
tion with my take
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Why does this matter for public health and social epidemiology in particular?

• Each of these steps threatens our abil-
ity to be values-driven advocates for
health equity and health justice.

• Who and what is the institution? Policy
proposal under consideration is broad
and vague and threatens student, staff,
and faculty speech.

• Make your take on institutional neutral-
ity at UM known to President Ono, the
Regents and anyone else who you think
should hear. Figure 1: Wading into the comments sec-

tion with my take
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Next Time

• Final Product Proposals 🎥 workday
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